mists, and whilst legislation in the past has been directed mainly to the alleviation of distress, there is to-day a desire on the part of our legislators to deal with the problem on a more rational basis?that of ^prevention.
It is a recognised fact that one of the chief causes '?f pauperism is ill-health; and with the steadily increasing efficiency of our public health methods, it is ?probable that the amount of pauperism due to this cause will be decreased to an appreciable degree in 'the future. State medicine is still in its infancy, ftot in this generation, nor perhaps in the next, will Jt attain to its full power; but gradually it will raise the standard of the national health, decrease the case-incidence and mortality of some diseases, and eliminate others altogether. Any discussion of pauperism by our legislators would be incomplete did '*t not take into account the effect that State medicine '^H have on it by decreasing one of the chief causes.
The following 
